that these laws operate alike for the mind that is sick (abnormal) and for the mind that is sound (normal) . When, however, we come to try to state the laws that govern the actions of the mind, we are at once beset with difficulty. We are largely concerned with attempts to formulate scientific explanations that will account for the methods by ' [243] The analysis of personality.-IVES H-ENDRICK. Amer. Jour. Psychiat., 1929, viii, 535 . A CRITICAL survey of 147 papers, most of which report experiments in rating or testing personality traits, made chiefly by American psychologists during the last ten vears, tends to discourage the notion that any satisfactory instrument for objective personality has yet been devised. No effort can be indicated which might possibly enable the student of psychiatry to make a precise and accurate description of some aspect of personality that would be more trustworthy than the more or less crude methods of experienced clinical description on which psychiatrists now rely. Personality is much more than a sum totality of its components; a compendium of the individual traits misses the essential element, the 'integration' or interrelationship of these factors. The most serious defect is the failure to devise any adequate criterion for estimating the validity of a trait test. Most tests depend upon single or group ratings of the subjects for a criterion of success in measuring what they purport to measure; and these ratings are generally made by people such as friends, teachers, or lay psychologists, who have had no intensive training in personality examination. Few have the opportunity of the psychiatrist to judge all aspects of an individual, and to distinguish what he is from what he seems to be. Psychologists may be familiar with psychiatric viewpoints expressed in books and journals, but they do not grasp their full significance, because they are not clinicians, and do not deal in every day work with the vital problems of human nature. When the viewpoint and the experience of psychiatrists and the methods and zest for scientific precision of psychologists shall be mated, the birth of scientific psychiatry will be imminent.
C. S. R. CONSCIOUSNESS is a relative term used to describe states of mental clarity. Animals incapable of developing conditioned reflexes or symbols are probably incapable of consciousness. The greater any animal's capacity to develop symbols, the more nearly conscious are his mental states. The most efficient and workable symbols are the symbols of speech and language; the animal that has command of these is the one that is capable of the greatest consciousness, and for the same reason the one whose more primitive unconscious is more elaborate and replete with potentialities for trouble.
C. S. R.
NEUROSES AND PSYCHONEUROSES.
[245] Studies in Stuttering. IV. Studies of action-currents in stutterers.-S. T. ORTON and L. E. TRAVIS. Arch. of Neurol. and Psychiat., 1929, xxi, 61. GOLLA was the first to study the action-currents on the two sides of the body during voluntary muscular contraction. He recorded the action-currents in the extensor muscles of each forearm when a left-handed subject was requested to dorsiflex both hands the moment he heard a sound signal, and found a wellmarked vibration coming from the extensors of the left forearm before any observable vibration appeared from the right. He further reported that when the subject raised the right hand only, the vibrations nevertheless appeared from the left arm before they did from the right; but that when the left hand was raised, a response did not follow from the right arm, although -it was again recorded from the left.
This work suggested to Orton and Travis a method of determining the native handedness or natural physiological bent after the person has been exposed to a variety of chance and determined factors of motor training. It was found that when the currents of muscular action from both forearms are recorded during simultaneous voluntary contractions, they may appear simultaneously in the two arms, but in by far the greater number of trials the actioncurrents from one arm precede those from the other by a short interval.
In records of right-handed normal speakers, the number of times that the action-currents precede in the right arm far exceeds the precedence in the left, and also far exceeds the incidence of the simultaneous leads. In right-handed stutterers the greatest number of leads is in the left arm, and the number of simultaneous leads is much greater than in normal speakers.
The authors tentatively advance the suggestion that in many stutterers motor facility as determined by training is out of harmony with the physiological leads; and this envisagement fits with the clinical observations of the relationship of stuttering to enforced shifts of handedness in writing in young children, R. M. S.
